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THE CZECH REPUBLIC

The independent Czech Republic was formed on 1st January 1993 after splitting Czechoslovakia. The Czech Republic is a landlocked country (comprising the historic regions of Bohemia, Morevia and part of Silesia) in Central Europe and a member state of the European Union (EU membership 1 May , 2004). The country has been also a member of NATO since 12 March, 1999.

Geography of the country:
Official Name: (The) Czech Republic

Capital: Prague

Prague is the capital, largest city, and commercial and cultural centre fo the Czech Republic + 5 historical places.

Official language: Czech

National symbols: FILL IN

Major Cities: Prague (1,212,010), Brno (387,986), Ostrava (327,553)

Land and climate:
Land: The CR is surrounded by four countries: Germany to the west, Poland to the north, Slovakia to the east, and Austria to the south.
Area: 78.842 square kilometres

Elevation:

Highest point: Sněžka (1,602 meters)
Mountain ranges border much of the country. The Eagle Mountains in the north and the Šumava Mountains in the west are known for their spas and ski resorts. The Krkonoše Mountains are located in the north and form part of the border with Poland.

Major Rivers: the Labe, the Vltava, the Ohře, the Morava.

The Czech Republic has a humid, continental climate, with cold winter and warm summers. Temperatures generally decrease with increasing altitude. Rainfall is generally heaviest during the summer months.

Government:

Form of Government: Republic

Head of State: President (the present president..)

Head of Government: Prime Minister (the present PM…)

Legislature: Federal Assembly
Political Parties: the Czech Social Democratic Party and the Civic Democratic Party.

People:

Population: 10,314,000

Major ethnic/national groups: minorities of the Slovak, the Pole, the Vietnamese, the German and the Rom.

Economy:

Chief products: manufacturing: steel, cement, flour, plastic, beer, fertilizers, motor vehicles, refrigerators and freezers, agriculture: crops:  wheat, sugar beets, barely, potatoes, livestock – cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens

Monetary Unit: 1 koruna


Food, Sport
